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The proverb “a shrimp among whales” has long been used to describe Korea’s position wi
thin East Asia and the world. As this saying suggests, because of Korea’s relatively small
size compared to several large neighbors, foreign affairs and diplomacy have been integral
to safeguarding the security of Korea and helping it flourish economically. Moreover, traditi

Course

onally Korea served as a conduit of cultural transmission between mainland Asia and Japa

n, and today South Korea has broadened its cultural impact around the world by being tight
ly enmeshed in global affairs. The purpose of this class is to provide students with a basic
understanding of Korea’s relations with its neighbors, the broader East Asia region, and th
e world from ancient times to the present, but with a heavier emphasis on more recent phe
nomenon. The course covers a variety of issues including Korea’s security, economic, inte
llectual, and cultural relationships with other countries and peoples.
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Description
Related Courses

Course Goals

Projected Result
s

Percentage of th
e original langua
ge classes(%)

Cyber Lectures P

review
Syllabus
Times Lecture Topic Lecture Goals Lecture Methods Assignments
1 Class Introduction z9,
2 Ancient Korea and the Wolrd PASST
3 Korea in the Age of Imperialism 2z,
4 The Korean War and the World ze,
North Korea and the Global Col
5 FAKI
d War
5 South Korea and the Global Col 29]
d War
7 South Korean Democratization 2z,
8 Midterm Exam ze,
9 The Korean Peninsula and Euro 2to].
pe
The Korean Peninsula and Nort
10 ze,
heast Asia
1 The Korean Peninsula and the
United States
12 The Korean Peninsula and Sout 2te|

heast Asia

The Korean Wave and South Ko
13 2z,
rean Soft Power

14 Everyday Encounters with the 20|
World In South Korea -

15 Final Exam ze,

Methods of Grading

sequen
ze Description Percentage Details
1 Mid—tem Exam 25% Group Presentation
All 100%
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In—class exam

Three written "blog post" assignments
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This class will be taught in English.
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